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At the MacPhee Centre for Creative Learning, we
empower youth to thrive through the Creative Arts in
safe, inclusive, and supportive spaces. Our programs
spark creativity, confidence, and wellbeing, helping
young people explore, express themselves, and grow
as leaders in their communities. Together with our
community, we nurture empathy, resilience, and a
future where every young person can reach their full
potential through the transformative power of art.

® Inspiring youth Our Values

e Education as a foundation
e Compassion and nurturing
e Creative Learning
Community and Mentorship




Letter from ED/Chair
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Dear Friends,

Every day, we see how access to creative learning helps young people express
themselves, build confidence, and connect with mentors and peers in a safe,
supportive space. Our programs go beyond skill-building - they foster
resilience, belonging and a sense of connection that lasts well beyond our
walls.

This year, youth engaged in programs ranging from Mini Makers Markets and
Improv performances to Indigenous Arts and content creation workshops.
Through these experiences, participants discovered new ideas, developed as
creative leaders, and found a home in our community. These outcomes are
made possible by our dedicated staff, facilitators, and community partners
who bring every program to life.

As we look ahead, we are focused on strengthening our foundation while
expanding our impact. In a time of change, we are working to stabilize our
finances, deepen relationships with supporters, and explore new revenue
opportunities. At the same time, we aim to welcome more youth into our
programs, strengthen how we measure and understand our impact, and
create more pathways for youth leadership.

We are grateful to all who support MacPhee - funders, donors, volunteers,
and partners - for helping young people explore their creativity, find their
voice, and contribute to our vibrant communities.

With gratitude,
Diana Brown, Executive Director
Ian MacDonald, Board Chair




Our Youth Matter

Programs like those at the MacPhee Centre help young people
develop artistic abilities as well as the confidence and life skills that
support long-term wellbeing and engagement in their communities.
For many young people, these programs provide one of the few
consistent spaces in their lives where creativity, mentorship, and
belonging come together.

_ Access to arts and creative learning gives young people opportunities to
express themselves, build relationships with mentors, and experience a
sense of belonging in a supportive environment. Research consistently shows
that participation in the arts supports youth mental wellbeing, resilience,
emotional expression, and social connection, while also strengthening skills

such as collaboration, communication, and creative problem-solving.

Our work does not happen in isolation. We are part of a
broader ecosystem of schools, artists, wellness practitioners,
and community partners. Their collaboration, expertise, and
support allow us to expand access to arts learning, create
meaningful opportunities for youth, and strengthen the
connections that make our programs possible.
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kids loved atten — ' “
They enjoyed the variety of “S "At MacPhee there's always
art, socializing with peers, ) someone to talk to or create

and trying new things.” with. Being here helped me
K (parent) \\ realize it's okay to be myself.”
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Maryam and her family came to MacPhee Centre as newcomers,
unable to attend school due to immigration restrictions. Here, she
found a welcoming community and became a leader in our Intro to
Content Creation program, learning to tell and share stories with
confidence. Through our programs, she gained skills and mentorship,
caught up academically, graduated high school, and will begin a
Bachelor of Science degree in 2026! Maryam’s journey shows
how accessible arts programs help young people overcome
barriers and thrive.
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Kyra joined us after moving from Nigeria, feeling shy and unsure as
she adjusted to her new country. At MacPhee she found a space
where she felt accepted - learning to embrace her voice,
her accent, and her identity. Exploring hands-on art forms
like woodshop, collage, and photography, Kyra discovered
a love of creating and expressing herself in new ways.
Today, she describes MacPhee as a “second home,” where
she has grown in confidence, creativity, and a strong sense
of belonging.

Leo’s journey with the MacPhee Centre began with curiosity
' that quickly grew into a passion for art. Through programs in
sketching, photography, and painting, he not only supplemented his
homeschool education but discovered a love of watercolour - now a
key part of his portfolio. In a space where he felt accepted exactly as
he was, Leo grew in confidence, and helped initiate our stop-motion
animation program. He is now preparing to study at NSCAD with
clearer vision of his future as an artist.
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We provide free, high-quality arts education and K )
mentorship to young people in our community. Our \&4/\ )/
programs help youth develop creative skills while building \:.dif\ =
confidence, supporting mental health and wellbeing, and fostering
meaningful connections. Every program offers a safe and supportive
space for self-expression, collaboration, and growth - helping young

people explore their creativity, envision future pathways, and contribute
to vibrant, thriving communities.

Visual Arts: Painting, Figurative Drawing, Photography, Zine-making,
Fashion & Identity, Content Creation, Chill Crafts, Puppetry

Performing Arts: Breakdancing, Improv, Performance, Beatmaking, DnD

Leaderships & Life Skills: Art Entrepreneurship, Boat Crafts, Rope
Crafts, Woodworking, Cooking, Technical Arts, Afterwords Street Team,
Creative Writing, Garden Arts

Community / Identity Programs: BIPOC Supper Club, GSA (Gender and
Sexuality Alliance), Prism: Pride, Indigenous Arts

Our dedicated facilitators and
artists bring these programs to
life, supporting youth to build
confidence, explore their
creativity, strengthen their
mental health and wellbeing,
==gn,_ dnd find a sense of
\- ~ belonging.
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“l know the staff at :
MacPhee understand .
the importance of
nurturing creativity.” .
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Mini Makers Markets |
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Our Youth Mini Maker Market was piloted in the spring and so successful
that we ran it again in the winter! Youth showcased and sold their art,
celebrating skills they developed in our Art-Entrepreneurship and Zine-
Making Programs. These programs gave youth the tools to find their
audience and share their work with confidence. Along the way, they built
creative business plans, collaborated with peers, and deepened their
artistic practice - gaining real-world experience as emerging entrepreneu
in a public marketplace.

In partnership with Page 1 Theatre, Youth spent several weeks learning
and playing from Improv artists, celebrating Queer lived experiences, and
gaining hands-on performance experience. They collaborated with peers to
develop hilarious and insightful performances and shared them with the
broader community during an OutFest performance at the Bus Stop
Theatre. The confidence, creativity, and pride these youth displayed
throughout the program were truly extraordinary.



Community Partnerships

Arts & Cultural Partners
Afterwords Literary Festival, NSCAD, Page 1 Theatre, WFNS

Community & Social Service Organizations

Alderney Library, IWK- AIS & Garron Centre, Old School,
Phoenix, Portaupique Community Centre, YMCA of Greater
Halifax/Dartmouth, YWCA Halifax, IYS-NS

Education & Youth Partners

Churchill Academy, Francais Pour L’Avenir, HRCE (Auburn, Cole
Harbour, Dartmouth, Eric Graves, Fairview, John Martin, St
Agnes, Rocky Lake, Sackville, Woodlawn), NSCC, SchoolsPlus

Funding Partners

Mclnnes Cooper Community Foundation of Nova Scotia
Ecclesiatical  (The Big Sing Fund)
Watts Wind Il Limited Partnership  The Windsor Foundation
Doane Grant Thornton A Dollar a Day Foundation
Walmart Canada  Halifax Youth Foundation
Workers Compensation Board Nova Scotia  NSCC Foundation
Edwards Family Charitable Foundation  Government of Nova Scotia
Mental Health Foundation of Nova Scotia  Government of Canada

Community Foundation of Canada  Halifax Regional Municiaplity (Climate

RBC Foundation  Action Fund)






















